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Nissan Slices Rogue

New Rogue Sport Has Shorter Dimensions, Sporty Style
By Derek Price

sophisticated crossover. It may be
visually overreaching, though, given
its four-cylinder engine and continuously variable transmission are
anything but sporty.
Inside, it feels more spacious
than its compact dimensions would
suggest. Nissan’s designers use
what they call a “gliding wing” motif
to give it a symmetrical, visually
cohesive look that makes it feel
roomy and modern from the front
seats.
Pricing starts at $21,420 for the
Rouge Sport, which is $2,400 less
than the bigger Rogue.
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rossover vehicles are so
popular right now that car
companies are apparently
dumping them into a food
processor to slice and dice them
into tiny segments.
The latest sliver? Nissan has
chopped its fast-selling Rogue into
a new variant, the Rogue Sport.
Just looking at the two in pictures, I struggle to tell the difference. They both have Nissan’s
familiar crossover face and the
slightly rakish roofline that’s so in
vogue right now.
Pull out your measuring tape,
though, and the differences become
clear. The Sport’s wheelbase is
about 2 inches shorter, and its overall length is over a foot shorter than
the ordinary Rogue, Nissan’s topselling vehicle.
That means there are some drawbacks but also some advantages.
On the plus side, the Rogue
Sport is more maneuverable and
easier to whip into tight parking
spaces than the bigger Rogue. It
feels like a good fit for urban

What was tested?
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A new variant of the Rogue, called the Rogue Sport, is more than a foot shorter in length than the
popular Nissan.
drivers, singles or young couples
who don’t need the extra cargo
space and heft that bigger crossovers often require.

Nissan’s “gliding wing” design gives the Rogue Sport’s cabin a
symmetrical, roomy appearance.

On the other hand, you lose
some of the attributes that make the
Rogue so popular and versatile: its
third-row seat and ample cargo
area.
In the Rogue, putting the thirdrow seat in place means you’re left
with a paltry 9.4 cubic feet of cargo
space. But at least you have the
option to fold that back seat down
to expand the volume to a generous 32 cubic feet. Fold both the
second and third rows flat, and
you’re left with an SUV-like 70
cubic feet of space for hauling your
stuff.
In comparison, the Rogue Sport
has 22.9 cubic feet with the secondrow seat up and 61.1 with it stowed
away.
Power is similarly chopped for
the Rogue Sport, all the way down to
141 horsepower compared to 170 in
its bigger cousin. You can definitely
feel the difference when you step on
the gas pedal, but you won’t see a
huge benefit at the pump.

The Rogue Sport gets a government rating of 25 mpg in the city
and 32 on the highway, just a
1-mpg improvement over the
Rogue. Given the 20-percent power
deficit, I’d hope for better numbers
than that.
As a whole, though, it checks a
lot of the boxes that contemporary
buyers are looking for: sporty
styling, more versatility than a
small sedan, good gas mileage
and well-designed technology
for safety and connecting
smartphones.
It comes standard with Siri EyesFree, and a suite of advanced safety
features — adaptive cruise control,
lane departure warning and prevention, and automatic emergency
braking with pedestrian detection
— can be added for an extra charge.
Those cost a total of $570 as part of
the Platinum package on my SLgrade tester.
On the outside, the Rogue Sport
looks every bit an athletic,

2017 Nissan Rogue Sport SL
AWD ($27,420). Options: SL
Premium Package ($2,280),
Platinum Package ($570). Price as
tested (including $835 destination
charge): $31,240
Wheelbase: 104.2 in.
Length: 172.4 in.
Width: 72.3 in.
Height: 63.3 in.
Engine: 2.0-liter inline four
cylinder (141 hp, 147 ft. lbs.)
Transmission: Xtronic CVT
Fuel economy: 25 city,
32 highway
RATINGS
Style: 7
Performance: 6
Price: 8
Handling: 7
Ride: 6
Comfort: 6
Quality: 7
Overall: 6
Why buy it?
It’s a more maneuverable,
city-friendly version of Nissan’s
most popular vehicle, the Rogue.
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rossover vehicles are so popular right now that car
companies are apparently dumping them into a food
processor to slice and dice them into tiny segments.

The latest sliver? Nissan has
chopped its fast-selling Rogue
into a new variant, the Rogue
Sport.
Just looking at the two in pictures, I struggle to tell the difference. They both have Nissan’s
familiar crossover face and the
slightly rakish roofline that’s so in
vogue right now.
Pull out your measuring
tape, though, and the differences become clear. The Sport’s
wheelbase is about 2 inches
shorter, and its overall length is
over a foot shorter than the
ordinary Rogue, Nissan’s
top-selling vehicle.
That means there are some
drawbacks but also some
advantages.
On the plus side, the
Rogue Sport is more maneuverable and easier to whip into
tight parking spaces than the
bigger Rogue. It feels like a
good fit for urban drivers,
singles or young couples who
don’t need the extra cargo space
and heft that bigger crossovers
often require.
On the other hand, you lose
some of the attributes that make
the Rogue so popular and versatile: its third-row seat and ample
cargo area.
In the Rogue, putting the thirdrow seat in place means you’re

Nissan’s “gliding wing” design gives the Rogue Sport’s cabin a symmetrical, roomy appearance.
left with a paltry 9.4 cubic feet of
cargo space. But at least you have
the option to fold that back seat
down to expand the volume to a
generous 32 cubic feet. Fold both
the second and third rows flat,
and you’re left with an SUV-like
70 cubic feet of space for hauling
your stuff.

In comparison, the Rogue Sport
has 22.9 cubic feet with the secondrow seat up and 61.1 with it
stowed away.
Power is similarly chopped for
the Rogue Sport, all the way down to
141 horsepower compared to 170 in
its bigger cousin. You can definitely
feel the difference when you step on

the gas pedal, but you won’t see a
huge benefit at the pump.
The Rogue Sport gets a government rating of 25 mpg in the city
and 32 on the highway, just a
1-mpg improvement over the
Rogue. Given the 20-percent
power deficit, I’d hope for better
numbers than that.

As a whole, though, it checks a
lot of the boxes that contemporary
buyers are looking for: sporty styling, more versatility than a small
sedan, good gas mileage and
well-designed technology for
safety and connecting smartphones.
It comes standard with Siri
EyesFree, and a suite of advanced
safety features — adaptive cruise
control, lane departure warning
and prevention, and automatic
emergency braking with pedestrian detection — can be added for
an extra charge. Those cost a total
of $570 as part of the Platinum
package on my SL-grade tester.
On the outside, the Rogue
Sport looks every bit an athletic, sophisticated crossover. It
may be visually overreaching,
though, given its four-cylinder
engine and continuously variable
transmission are anything but
sporty.
Inside, it feels more spacious
than its compact dimensions
would suggest. Nissan’s designers use what they call a “gliding wing” motif to give it a
symmetrical, visually cohesive look that makes it feel
roomy and modern from the
front seats.
Pricing starts at $21,420 for the
Rouge Sport, which is $2,400 less
than the bigger Rogue.

A CLOSER LOOK

AT A GLANCE: FACTS, FIGURES AND RATINGS
What was tested?

2017 Nissan Rogue Sport SL AWD ($27,420). Options: SL
Premium Package ($2,280), Platinum Package ($570). Price as
tested (including $835 destination charge): $31,240
Wheelbase: 104.2 in.
Length: 172.4 in.
Width: 72.3 in.
Height: 63.3 in.
Engine: 2.0-liter inline four cylinder (141 hp, 147 ft. lbs.)
Transmission: Xtronic CVT
Fuel economy: 25 city, 32 highway

RATINGS
Style: 7
Performance: 6
Price: 8
Handling: 7
Ride: 6
Comfort: 6
Quality: 7
Overall: 6

Why buy it?
It’s a more maneuverable,
city-friendly version of
Nissan’s most popular
vehicle, the Rogue.

