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Enclave Steps Up

New Avenir Sub-Brand Offers More Luxurious Buick Experience
By Derek Price

battle over flamboyance isn’t one I’d
expect a Buick to win. Those buyers
should politely be directed to the
Cadillac lot.
For traditional Buick fans who want
a bit more luxury, though, this new
Avenir sub-brand could be a perfect fit.
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here used to be a word for
cars that were a bit nicer than
a Buick. That word was
“Cadillac.”
This year, though, Buick is
launching a new sub-brand, Avenir,
that represents a higher rung up the
luxury ladder than regular ol’ Buicks.
It’s an interesting strategy, one that
parent company General Motors has
used elsewhere in its portfolio, the
most successful example of which is
the upmarket Denali trim that has
grown into a popular and lucrative
part of GMC’s truck and SUV strategy.
Before we discuss auto sales
gameplay, though, let’s look into the
first Avenir I’ve driven, the latest
iteration of the Buick Enclave.
The Enclave has long been one of
my favorites because it drives exactly
like a mid-size crossover should, at
least in my mind. My persnickety side
gets annoyed with CUVs that try to be
sporty or pretend to be performance
oriented, popular as they may be in
the marketplace.
I want a crossover that’s smooth
and comfy riding for highway trips
with my family, and I want a separate
sports car sitting beside it in my
garage. Those are two distinct roles

What was tested?
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A distinctive grille and special badging sets the exterior of the Avenir luxury line apart on the all-new
2018 Buick Enclave.
that don’t have any business being
mixed.
The Enclave understands that.
From the beginning, it’s been one of
the most pleasant vehicles for quiet,
relaxing driving, and the all-new
version for 2018 continues in that
vein.

The new Buick Enclave shows great attention to detail, especially with
the silence of its cabin. It’s a serene space for racking up highway
miles.

Style wise, it looks like it went on a
strict diet. It has a sleeker roofline
now, giving the vehicle a more trim,
fit appearance overall. And that’s
deceiving, because this new generation
has around 10 percent more interior
volume than before, including storage
spaces hidden under the floor for extra
road-trip bliss.
What I like even more is how it
cranks up the serenity.
New this year, electronic noise
cancellation combines with
outstanding sound insulation and
attention to detail — something
Buick calls QuietTuning in its
marketing speak — to make the
Enclave astoundingly silent over the
road. It comes close to matching the
surreal feeling you get in pricey, fullsize luxury cars from Mercedes-Benz
and Lexus.
The base Enclave is priced under
$40,000, while the fancy Avenir
version starts at $53,500.
For that extra money, the Avenir
offers more premium content such as
wireless device charging, a built-in
navigation system and a huge dual
moonroof.

More importantly, the materials
and design in the cabin go a step
beyond anything I’ve seen from Buick
before. It has a real mahogany wood
steering wheel, beautifully stitched
leather and carefully coordinated
colors that make it feel like an oh-sotrendy fashion accessory.
A unique, eye-catching Avenir
grille, gorgeous 20-inch wheels and
exclusive badges dress up the exterior.
Back to Buick’s strategy, though.
As nice as this upscale Enclave is
to drive, I’m skeptical about whether
it’s going to end up a Denali-like sales
hit. To me, one of the biggest selling
points of driving a Buick — and
the Enclave in particular — is its
sumptuous driving experience without
the higher price or snobbishness of a
full-blown luxury brand like Cadillac,
Lexus or Mercedes.
Buick does a great job of low-key
luxury. I love that.
Add in all the showy bling, though,
plus a considerably higher price —
close to $60,000 for my heavily
optioned Avenir tester — and there’s
nothing low-key about it anymore.
It’s suddenly all about flash, and a

2018 Buick Enclave Avenir FWD
1SP ($53,415). Options: Avenir
technology package ($2,095),
heavy duty cooling system
($650). Price as tested (including
$975 destination charge):
$57,135
Wheelbase: 120.9 in.
Length: 204.3 in.
Width: 78.8 in.
Height: 69.9 in.
Engine: 3.6-liter V6 (310 hp,
266 lbs.-ft.)
Transmission: Nine-speed
automatic
Fuel economy: 18 city,
26 highway
RATINGS
Style: 9
Performance: 9
Price: 8
Handling: 5
Ride: 10
Comfort: 10
Quality: 8
Overall: 9
Why buy it?
If you want a silent, smoothriding, family friendly vehicle,
this is one of the best. A
complete redesign for 2018
makes it roomier and more
refined, while the Avenir subbrand offers a new level of
luxury.
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one that parent company General
Motors has used elsewhere in its
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GMC’s truck and SUV strategy.
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exactly like a mid-size crossover
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that were a bit nicer than a
Buick. That word was “Cadillac.”

The new Buick Enclave shows great attention to detail, especially with the silence of its cabin. It’s a serene
space for racking up highway miles.
all-new version for 2018 continues
in that vein.
Style wise, it looks like it
went on a strict diet. It has a
sleeker roofline now, giving
the vehicle a more trim, fit
appearance overall. And that’s
deceiving, because this new
generation has around 10 percent
more interior volume than before,
including storage spaces hidden
under the floor for extra road-trip
bliss.

What I like even more is how it
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outstanding sound insulation and
attention to detail — something
Buick calls QuietTuning in its
marketing speak — to make the
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under $40,000, while the fancy
Avenir version starts at $53,500.
For that extra money, the Avenir
offers more premium content
such as wireless device charging, a
built-in navigation system and a
huge dual moonroof.
More importantly, the materials
and design in the cabin go a
step beyond anything I’ve seen
from Buick before. It has a real
mahogany wood steering wheel,

beautifully stitched leather and
carefully coordinated colors that
make it feel like an oh-so-trendy
fashion accessory.
A unique, eye-catching Avenir
grille, gorgeous 20-inch wheels
and exclusive badges dress up the
exterior.
Back to Buick’s strategy,
though.
As nice as this upscale Enclave
is to drive, I’m skeptical about
whether it’s going to end up a
Denali-like sales hit. To me, one
of the biggest selling points of
driving a Buick — and the Enclave
in particular — is its sumptuous
driving experience without the
higher price or snobbishness of a
full-blown luxury brand like
Cadillac, Lexus or Mercedes.
Buick does a great job of lowkey luxury. I love that.
Add in all the showy bling,
though, plus a considerably
higher price — close to $60,000
for my heavily optioned Avenir
tester — and there’s nothing
low-key about it anymore. It’s
suddenly all about flash, and a
battle over flamboyance isn’t one
I’d expect a Buick to win. Those
buyers should politely be directed
to the Cadillac lot.
For traditional Buick fans who
want a bit more luxury, though,
this new Avenir sub-brand could
be a perfect fit.

A CLOSER LOOK

AT A GLANCE: FACTS, FIGURES AND RATINGS
What was tested?

2018 Buick Enclave Avenir FWD 1SP ($53,415). Options: Avenir
technology package ($2,095), heavy duty cooling system
($650). Price as tested (including $975 destination charge):
$57,135
Wheelbase: 120.9 in.
Length: 204.3 in.
Width: 78.8 in.
Height: 69.9 in.
Engine: 3.6-liter V6 (310 hp, 266 lbs.-ft.)
Transmission: Nine-speed automatic
Fuel economy: 18 city, 26 highway

RATINGS
Style: 9
Performance: 9
Price: 8
Handling: 5
Ride: 10
Comfort: 10
Quality: 8
Overall: 9

Why buy it?
If you want a silent,
smooth-riding, family
friendly vehicle, this is one
of the best. A complete
redesign for 2018 makes it
roomier and more refined,
while the Avenir sub-brand
offers a new level of luxury.

