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A s popular as they are, I 
have one consistent 
complaint about 

crossover vehicles.
They often look like bor-

ing, copycat metal blobs that 
make it tough for the aver-
age person to tell the differ-
ence between a Ford, a 
Volkswagen or a Honda.

When completely rede-
signing the Tucson for 2022, 
though, Hyundai decided 
not to go down that drab, 
lookalike path. The all-new 
Tuscon actually looks differ-
ent from every other small 
crossover for sale today.

The overall shape is famil-
iar, but the body has waves, 
bulges and creases that 
catch the eye, especially 
from the side profile. Its 
back end has taillights 
shaped like a predator’s 
teeth and a logo placed up 
high on the glass, not on the 
sheet metal, to avoid dis-
rupting the pretty lines.

It’s a daring move from 
Hyundai that seems to value 
the input of talented design-
ers more than corporate 
focus groups.

Will it work? I hope so, 
because a sales hit would 
encourage other companies 
to look outside the dull box 
crossovers have inhabited 
for the past decade.

Fortunately, the new 
Tucson has more selling 
points to pile on top of the 
crisp look.

Its interior is fabulous for 
the price point, starting 
under $25,000 but mimick-
ing the modern design and 
solid feel of more expensive 
vehicles. The vents are 
cleanly integrated into the 
dash, and two digital screens 
mounted behind the steer-
ing wheel and high on the 
center stack make its myriad 
tech goodies easy to access.

The graphics alone make 
it feel like a next-generation 
car. Again, Hyundai is giving 
authority to some talented 
designers, and it shows in 
the finished product with 
menus and functionality 
that seem as sleek as the 
newest Apple devices.

The new Tucson has all 
the things that make today’s 
buyers want to upgrade to a 
new car — advanced safety 
features, semi-autonomous 
driving assistance, seamless 
smartphone integration and 
more — all executed in a 
top-notch way. 

A great example is 
Highway Driving Assist, the 
feature that lets the Tucson 
essentially pilot itself on 
freeways, albeit with the 
driver still paying attention. 
It doesn’t ping-pong 
between lane markers or 
slam on the brakes unneces-
sarily, instead reacting more 
smoothly and naturally as if 
a human driver were in con-

trol. It’s a better experience 
than many similar systems 
from other companies.

While the gasoline Tucson 
is fitted with a 2.5-liter, 
187-horsepower, four-cylin-
der engine, my tester was the 
Hybrid model.  Not only does 
it get 30 percent better fuel 
economy than the gasoline 
Tucson, Hyundai claims, but 
it also makes 20 percent more 
torque for easy acceleration.

On the highway, it offers 
one of the best experiences 
of any small crossover I’ve 
driven. It’s smooth, quiet 
and quick to respond to 
input from the driver, 
including plenty of power 
for passing, like a smaller 

version of Hyundai’s spec-
tacular Palisade.

The new Tucson feels 
more mundane around 
town, though, with a blend 
of comfort and sportiness 
that’s neither exciting nor 
disappointing. 

It does offer an exciting 
optional feature: the ability 
to let you stand outside the 
vehicle and remotely move it 
forward or backward using 
buttons on the key fob. It’s 
designed to let you back in 
and out of super-tight park-
ing spaces, but I envision it 
more often being used to 
gather your friends in the 
driveway to say, “Hey, look 
what my new car can do!”

Pricing starts at $24,950 
for the base SE grade with 
front-wheel drive and ranges 
up to $34,700 for the Limited. 
All-wheel drive adds another 
$1,500 to those numbers.

If you want a Hybrid, it 
starts at $29,050 for the base 
Blue trim or $31,650 for the 
SEL Convenience model. 
The range-topping Limited 
Hybrid is priced at $37,350.

New Tucson Breaks the Mold

Dramatic creases make the completely redesigned 2022 Hyundai Tucson catch the eye. It’s a bold move in the 
small-crossover segment, where cookie-cutter looks are more common.
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2022 Hyundai Tucson 
Limited Hybrid 
($37,350)

Wheelbase: 108.5 in.
Length: 182.3 in.
Width: 73.4 in.
Height: 65.6 in.
Power: 1.6-liter 
turbocharged four-
cylinder engine and  
44.2 kW electric motor 
(226 total system 
horsepower)
Transmission: Six-speed 
automatic
Fuel economy: 37 city,  
36 highway

Why buy it? 
A complete redesign for 
2022 gives the Tucson 
an eye-catching new 
look inside and out. 
Groundbreaking features, 
including the ability 
to inch forward and 
backward by remote 
control, help it stand out 
in a crowded market.

WHAT WAS TESTED?

Hyundai’s Freshly Designed Crossover Looks Like No Other
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A s popular as they are, I have 
one consistent complaint 
about crossover vehicles.

They often look like boring, 
copycat metal blobs that make it 
tough for the average person to 
tell the difference between a Ford, 
a Volkswagen or a Honda.

When completely redesigning 
the Tucson for 2022, though, 
Hyundai decided not to go down 
that drab, lookalike path. The all-
new Tuscon actually looks differ-
ent from every other small cross-
over for sale today.

The overall shape is familiar, 
but the body has waves, bulges 
and creases that catch the eye, 
especially from the side profile. Its 
back end has taillights shaped like 
a predator’s teeth and a logo 
placed up high on the glass, not 
on the sheet metal, to avoid dis-
rupting the pretty lines.

It’s a daring move from Hyundai 
that seems to value the input of 
talented designers more than cor-
porate focus groups.

Will it work? I hope so, because 
a sales hit would encourage other 
companies to look outside the dull 
box crossovers have inhabited for 
the past decade.

Fortunately, the new Tucson 
has more selling points to pile on 
top of the crisp look.

Its interior is fabulous for the 
price point, starting under $25,000 
but mimicking the modern design 
and solid feel of more expensive 

vehicles. The vents are cleanly 
integrated into the dash, and two 
digital screens mounted behind 
the steering wheel and high on the 
center stack make its myriad tech 
goodies easy to access.

The graphics alone make it feel 
like a next-generation car. Again, 
Hyundai is giving authority to some 
talented designers, and it shows in 
the finished product with menus 

and functionality that seem as sleek 
as the newest Apple devices.

The new Tucson has all the 
things that make today’s buyers 
want to upgrade to a new car — 
advanced safety features, semi-au-
tonomous driving assistance, 
seamless smartphone integration 
and more — all executed in a top-
notch way. 

A great example is Highway 

Driving Assist, the feature that lets 
the Tucson essentially pilot itself 
on freeways, albeit with the driver 
still paying attention. It doesn’t 
ping-pong between lane markers 
or slam on the brakes unnecessar-
ily, instead reacting more smooth-
ly and naturally as if a human 
driver were in control. It’s a better 
experience than many similar sys-
tems from other companies.

While the gasoline Tucson is fit-
ted with a 2.5-liter, 187-horsepow-
er, four-cylinder engine, my tester 
was the Hybrid model.  Not only 
does it get 30 percent better fuel 
economy than the gasoline 
Tucson, Hyundai claims, but it 
also makes 20 percent more 
torque for easy acceleration.

On the highway, it offers one of 
the best experiences of any small 
crossover I’ve driven. It’s smooth, 
quiet and quick to respond to 
input from the driver, including 
plenty of power for passing, like a 
smaller version of Hyundai’s spec-
tacular Palisade.

The new Tucson feels more 
mundane around town, though, 
with a blend of comfort and sport-
iness that’s neither exciting nor 
disappointing. 

It does offer an exciting option-
al feature: the ability to let you 
stand outside the vehicle and 
remotely move it forward or back-
ward using buttons on the key fob. 
It’s designed to let you back in and 
out of super-tight parking spaces, 
but I envision it more often being 
used to gather your friends in the 
driveway to say, “Hey, look what 
my new car can do!”

Pricing starts at $24,950 for the 
base SE grade with front-wheel 
drive and ranges up to $34,700 for 
the Limited. All-wheel drive adds 
another $1,500 to those numbers.

If you want a Hybrid, it starts at 
$29,050 for the base Blue trim or 
$31,650 for the SEL Convenience 
model. The range-topping Limited 
Hybrid is priced at $37,350.

The new-for-2022 Tucson’s cabin looks modern and luxurious for its price point. It starts under $25,000 and 
tops out around $37,000 for the Limited Hybrid model.

 

A CLOSER LOOK

What was tested? 2022 Hyundai Tucson Limited Hybrid 
($37,350). Options: Carpeted floor mats ($195). Price as 
tested (including $1,185 destination charge): $38,730

Ratings
Style: 9
Performance: 8
Price: 9
Handling: 8
Ride: 8
Comfort: 7
Quality: 8
Overall: 9

Why buy it?
A complete redesign for 2022 
gives the Tucson an eye-
catching new look inside and 
out. Groundbreaking features, 
including the ability to inch 
forward and backward by 
remote control, help it stand 
out in a crowded market.

AT A GLANCE FACTS, FIGURES AND RATINGS

Wheelbase: 108.5 in.
Length: 182.3 in.
Width: 73.4 in.
Height: 65.6 in.
Power: 1.6-liter turbocharged four-cylinder engine 
and 44.2 kW electric motor (226 total system 
horsepower)
Transmission: Six-speed automatic
Fuel economy: 37 city, 36 highway


