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Jeep is reaching into loft-
ier territory — both in 
terms of luxury and 

sheer size — with an all-new 
vehicle: Wagoneer.

It’s actually an old name-
plate that Jeep put into stor-
age for decades, then pol-
ished up to create a premi-
um sub-brand for its truck-
based vehicles in 2022. The 
goal is to create a more 
upscale experience for luxu-
ry buyers, both in the vehi-
cles themselves and in the 
service owners get at the 
dealership.

While I can’t vouch for the 
customer service — 
Wagoneers are just now 
arriving at dealers, if you’re 
lucky enough to find one — 
I can describe what it’s like 
to drive after spending a 
week behind the wheel.

Three words sum it up: 
roomy, supple and silent.

The Wagoneer is notice-
ably bigger and portlier than 
the three-row Grand 
Cherokee L that I tested a 
couple of weeks ago. It’s 
about six inches wider and 
10 inches longer, which 
makes the cabin feel down-
right cavernous in  
comparison.

It also feels more substan-
tial from the driver’s seat. 
The true, truck-based frame 
gives it more heft than the 
lighter, car-based, unibody 
Grand Cherokee, which 
makes the Wagoneer feel 

portlier over the road but 
also helps it tow up to 10,000 
pounds.

A 5.7-liter HEMI V8 makes 
392 horsepower and 404 
pound-feet of torque, 
enough to do a good job 
pulling all that weight. 

The downside is the same 
demon that haunts all truck-
based SUVs: fuel economy. 
My tester was rated for 15 
mpg in city driving and 20 
on the highway.

Wagoneer’s mission isn’t 
efficiency, though, but com-
fort, and it’s absolutely spec-

tacular at that job.
This is one of the smooth-

est, silkiest luxury SUVs in 
the world, matching and 
even surpassing established 
contenders like the Cadillac 
Escalade and Lincoln 
Navigator.

Part of my tester’s smooth-
ness came from its optional 
air suspension, which not 
only raises and lowers the 
vehicle for loading cargo or 
driving off road, but also 
smooths out bumps on the 
pavement for a cotton-candy 
experience on highways. 

I also wonder how much 
its 18-inch wheels helped 
with the ride. You can get it 
with up to 22-inch wheels, 
which are popular and 
trendy, but it’s my experience 
that those giant rapper 
wheels completely wreck the 
ride on luxury SUVs. The 18s 
on my tester felt supple and 
still looked sharp — even 
more so on a vehicle ostensi-
bly built for off-road driving.

The interior of the 
Wagoneer is nice, even luxu-
rious, by normal-car stan-
dards. Fit and finish are bet-

ter than the last Navigator 
and Escalade I drove, 
although the materials and 
design aren’t quite as flashy.

If you want something 
flashy, you have to step up to 
the Grand Wagoneer, which 
might be the most opulent 
cabin ever installed in a 
domestic-brand vehicle. It 
seems to be covered entirely 
in a mixture of digital 
screens, real wood and soft-
touch leather.

The Grand Wagoneer also 
comes with a bigger, 6.4-liter 
engine and price tag to 

match, starting about 
$30,000 more than the 
Wagoneer’s $57,995 base 
price.

Realistically, the Wagoneer 
is an alternative to the Chevy 
Tahoe or Ford Expedition, 
while the Grand Wagoneer 
competes with their luxu-
ry-brand cousins from 
Lincoln and Cadillac, along 
with a host of European and 
Japanese products.

It’s also priced according-
ly. A Wagoneer with four-
wheel drive starts at $70,995, 
while the fancier Grand 
Wagoneer starts at $88,190 
and tops out uncomfortably 
close to $110,000.

Scaling New Heights

A seven-slot grille gives the Wagoneer a classic Jeep look in front. 
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2022 Jeep Wagoneer 
Series II ($70,995)

Wheelbase: 123 in.
Length: 214.7 in.
Width: 94 in.
Height: 75.6 in.
Engine: 5.7-liter HEMI 
V8 With E-Torque Hybrid 
Assist (392 hp, 404 lbs.-ft.)
Transmission: Eight-
speed automatic
Fuel economy:  
15 city, 20 highway

Why buy it? 
It’s a premium SUV with 
the look and rugged 
reputation of a Jeep. A 
silky-smooth ride and 
quiet, well-executed cabin 
make it stand out.

WHAT WAS TESTED?

Wagoneer Extends Jeep Into Bigger, Pricier, Fancier Territory
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Jeep is reaching into loftier 
territory — both in terms of 
luxury and sheer size — with 

an all-new vehicle: Wagoneer.
It’s actually an old nameplate 

that Jeep put into storage for 
decades, then polished up to cre-
ate a premium sub-brand for its 
truck-based vehicles in 2022. The 
goal is to create a more upscale 
experience for luxury buyers, both 
in the vehicles themselves and in 
the service owners get at the  
dealership.

While I can’t vouch for the cus-
tomer service — Wagoneers are 
just now arriving at dealers, if 
you’re lucky enough to find one — 
I can describe what it’s like to 
drive after spending a week 
behind the wheel.

Three words sum it up: roomy, 
supple and silent.

The Wagoneer is noticeably big-
ger and portlier than the three-
row Grand Cherokee L that I test-
ed a couple of weeks ago. It’s 
about six inches wider and 10 
inches longer, which makes the 
cabin feel downright cavernous in  
comparison.

It also feels more substantial 
from the driver’s seat. The true, 
truck-based frame gives it more 
heft than the lighter, car-based, 
unibody Grand Cherokee, which 
makes the Wagoneer feel portlier 
over the road but also helps it tow 

up to 10,000 pounds.
A 5.7-liter HEMI V8 makes 392 

horsepower and 404 pound-feet of 
torque, enough to do a good job 
pulling all that weight. 

The downside is the same 
demon that haunts all truck-based 
SUVs: fuel economy. My tester was 
rated for 15 mpg in city driving 
and 20 on the highway.

Wagoneer’s mission isn’t efficien-
cy, though, but comfort, and it’s 
absolutely spectacular at that job.

This is one of the smoothest, 
silkiest luxury SUVs in the world, 
matching and even surpassing 
established contenders like the 
Cadillac Escalade and Lincoln 
Navigator.

Part of my tester’s smoothness 

came from its optional air suspen-
sion, which not only raises and 
lowers the vehicle for loading cargo 
or driving off road, but also 
smooths out bumps on the pave-
ment for a cotton-candy experi-
ence on highways. 

I also wonder how much its 
18-inch wheels helped with the 
ride. You can get it with up to 

22-inch wheels, which are popular 
and trendy, but it’s my experience 
that those giant rapper wheels 
completely wreck the ride on luxu-
ry SUVs. The 18s on my tester felt 
supple and still looked sharp — 
even more so on a vehicle ostensi-
bly built for off-road driving.

The interior of the Wagoneer is 
nice, even luxurious, by nor-
mal-car standards. Fit and finish 
are better than the last Navigator 
and Escalade I drove, although the 
materials and design aren’t quite 
as flashy.

If you want something flashy, 
you have to step up to the Grand 
Wagoneer, which might be the 
most opulent cabin ever installed 
in a domestic-brand vehicle. It 
seems to be covered entirely in a 
mixture of digital screens, real 
wood and soft-touch leather.

The Grand Wagoneer also 
comes with a bigger, 6.4-liter 
engine and price tag to match, 
starting about $30,000 more than 
the Wagoneer’s $57,995 base price.

Realistically, the Wagoneer is an 
alternative to the Chevy Tahoe or 
Ford Expedition, while the Grand 
Wagoneer competes with their lux-
ury-brand cousins from Lincoln 
and Cadillac, along with a host of 
European and Japanese products.

It’s also priced accordingly. A 
Wagoneer with four-wheel drive 
starts at $70,995, while the fancier 
Grand Wagoneer starts at $88,190 
and tops out uncomfortably close 
to $110,000.

The Wagoneer’s spacious cabin gives off a premium vibe, even if you don’t pony up an extra $30,000 for an 
over-the-top Grand Wagoneer.

 

A CLOSER LOOK

What was tested?  2022 Jeep Wagoneer Series II 
($70,995). Options: Advanced all-terrain group ($2,295), 
convenience group ($3,295), heavy-duty trailer tow pack-
age ($795). Price as tested (including $2,000 destination 
charge): $79,380

Ratings
Style: 8
Performance: 9
Price: 6
Handling: 5
Ride: 9
Comfort: 9
Quality: 8
Overall: 9

Why buy it?
It’s a premium SUV with the 
look and rugged reputation 
of a Jeep. A silky-smooth ride 
and quiet, well-executed cabin 
make it stand out.

AT A GLANCE FACTS, FIGURES AND RATINGS

Wheelbase: 123 in.
Length: 214.7 in.
Width: 94 in.
Height: 75.6 in.
Engine: 5.7-liter HEMI V8 With E-Torque Hybrid Assist 
(392 hp, 404 lbs.-ft.)
Transmission: Eight-speed automatic
Fuel economy: 15 city, 20 highway


