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It’s been more than a year 
since Kia replaced the 
sharp-looking Optima with 

the even sharper, better han-
dling K5.

The K5 does exactly what 
every car company ought to 
be doing to keep their four-
door sedans relevant in the 
crossover era: make them 
sexier looking, more fun to 
drive and more fuel efficient, 
then pack them full of nice 
features for the money.

Kia deserves major kudos 
for actually investing in cars 
when the market’s appetite 
for SUVs seems insatiable. 
At a time when some brands 
are dropping sedans from 
their lineup, Kia smells an 
opportunity for winning 
sales by actually investing in 
traditional cars.

The K5’s sleek roofline, 
near-luxury cabin and crisp, 
sporty handling combined 
to make my drive more 
enjoyable than any cross-
over I’ve tested in the last 
year.

My GT-trim tester came 
with the bigger of two turbo-
charged, four-cylinder 
engines available in the K5. 
With 290 horsepower from 
2.5 liters of displacement, it 
regularly leaves the front 
tires scrambling for grip, my 
one and only complaint in 
an otherwise beautifully 
engineered new car.

The tires really need to be 
stickier. Buyers shouldn’t 

have to spring for a new set 
as soon as they leave the 
dealership, but it’s almost a 
necessity in this car.

Tire-spinning isn’t as pro-
nounced with the base 
engine, which makes a 
decent but uninspiring  
180 horses.

Highway fuel economy is 
outstanding with both 
engines, an increasingly 
important selling point for 
traditional sedans as gas 
prices stay high. The base 
engine is rated for 37 mpg 
on the highway, while the 
bigger engine in the GT 
model gets 32 mpg, a 
remarkably good number for 

such a powerful car.
Like the deceased 

Optima, the K5 can be out-
fitted luxuriously enough to 
shock people who still think 
of Kias as cheap economy 
cars. The chestnut brown 
interior in my tester 
wouldn’t seem out of place 
in an Audi or Mercedes with 
its abundance of soft-touch 
surfaces and masterfully 
designed digital interfaces.

The K5 integrates tech-
nology as well as any car 
built today. Not only can it 
link to smartphones via 
Apple CarPlay and Android 
Auto, which should be a bare 
necessity these days, but it 

does so seamlessly and with 
just the right combination of 
physical buttons and touch-
screen features. It strikes a 
perfect balance, neither 
forcing you to wade through 
gobs of digital menus and 
submenus, nor cluttering up 
the dash by sprinkling 
redundant buttons all over.

For people still thinking 
about buying a crossover, 
there remains a question: 
how practical is the K5 for 
families?

While it’s styled to look 
somewhat like a hatchback, 
including a sharply sloped 
roofline that slightly 
impedes head room in the 

back seat, it’s actually got a 
bigger-than-average trunk 
for storage space. 

Not only does it have  
16 cubic feet of storage vol-
ume, but the wide, low trunk 
opening makes it easier to 
load groceries and luggage 
than in a high-riding SUV or 
crossover. I also crammed 
three near-adult-sized teen-
agers in the back seat with-
out complaints, and they fit 
more comfortably than they 
would have in a lot of two-
row SUVs.

In short, the K5 makes 
sense for a lot of buyers if 
they’re willing to give it a 
chance. It’s gorgeous, effi-

cient, practical, comfortable 
and — perhaps most impor-
tantly — far more enjoyable 
to drive than those high- 
riding SUVs.

It’s proof that sedans need 
investment, not abandon-
ment.

Pricing starts at $23,790 
for the base LX and tops out 
at $31,190 for the GT, which 
is oddly available with front-
wheel drive only. You can get 
all-wheel drive with the 
smaller engine starting at 
$26,590.

K5 Benefits From Investment

Introduced last year, the sharp-looking K5 replaces the Optima sedan in Kia’s lineup. It’s styled like a sleek hatchback, 
but the design cleverly hides a traditional and spacious trunk.
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2022 Kia K5 GT FWD 
($31,090)

Wheelbase: 112.2 in.
Length: 193.1 in.
Width: 73.2 in.
Height: 56.9 in.
Engine: 2.5-liter 
turbocharged four 
cylinder (290 hp,  
311 lbs.-ft.)
Transmission:  
Eight-speed dual-clutch 
automatic
Fuel economy:  
24 city, 32 highway

Why buy it? 
The K5 is beautifully 
designed inside and out. 
Its cabin is classy enough 
to pass for a luxury car, 
and its modern body is 
among the best-looking 
sedans available at any 
price.

WHAT WAS TESTED?

While Other Brands Drop Sedans, Kia Delivers an Outstanding New One
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It’s been more than a year since 
Kia replaced the sharp-looking 
Optima with the even sharper, 

better handling K5.
The K5 does exactly what every 

car company ought to be doing to 
keep their four-door sedans rele-
vant in the crossover era: make 
them sexier looking, more fun to 
drive and more fuel efficient, then 
pack them full of nice features for 
the money.

Kia deserves major kudos for 
actually investing in cars when the 
market’s appetite for SUVs seems 
insatiable. At a time when some 
brands are dropping sedans from 
their lineup, Kia smells an oppor-
tunity for winning sales by actual-
ly investing in traditional cars.

The K5’s sleek roofline, 
near-luxury cabin and crisp, 
sporty handling combined to 
make my drive more enjoyable 
than any crossover I’ve tested in 
the last year.

My GT-trim tester came with 
the bigger of two turbocharged, 
four-cylinder engines available in 
the K5. With 290 horsepower from 
2.5 liters of displacement, it regu-
larly leaves the front tires scram-
bling for grip, my one and only 
complaint in an otherwise beauti-
fully engineered new car.

The tires really need to be stick-
ier. Buyers shouldn’t have to 
spring for a new set as soon as 
they leave the dealership, but it’s 
almost a necessity in this car.

Tire-spinning isn’t as pro-
nounced with the base engine, 
which makes a decent but unin-
spiring 180 horses.

Highway fuel economy is out-
standing with both engines, an 
increasingly important selling 
point for traditional sedans as gas 
prices stay high. The base engine 
is rated for 37 mpg on the high-
way, while the bigger engine in the 

GT model gets 32 mpg, a remark-
ably good number for such a pow-
erful car.

Like the deceased Optima, the 
K5 can be outfitted luxuriously 
enough to shock people who still 
think of Kias as cheap economy 
cars. The chestnut brown interior 
in my tester wouldn’t seem out of 
place in an Audi or Mercedes with 
its abundance of soft-touch sur-

faces and masterfully designed 
digital interfaces.

The K5 integrates technology as 
well as any car built today. Not 
only can it link to smartphones via 
Apple CarPlay and Android Auto, 
which should be a bare necessity 
these days, but it does so seam-
lessly and with just the right com-
bination of physical buttons and 
touchscreen features. It strikes a 

perfect balance, neither forcing 
you to wade through gobs of digi-
tal menus and submenus, nor 
cluttering up the dash by sprin-
kling redundant buttons all over.

For people still thinking about 
buying a crossover, there remains 
a question: how practical is the K5 
for families?

While it’s styled to look some-
what like a hatchback, including a 
sharply sloped roofline that slight-
ly impedes head room in the back 
seat, it’s actually got a bigger- 
than-average trunk for storage 
space. 

Not only does it have  
16 cubic feet of storage volume, 
but the wide, low trunk opening 
makes it easier to load groceries 
and luggage than in a high-riding 
SUV or crossover. I also crammed 
three near-adult-sized teenagers 
in the back seat without com-
plaints, and they fit more comfort-
ably than they would have in a lot 
of two-row SUVs.

In short, the K5 makes sense for 
a lot of buyers if they’re willing to 
give it a chance. It’s gorgeous, effi-
cient, practical, comfortable and 
— perhaps most importantly — 
far more enjoyable to drive than 
those high-riding SUVs.

It’s proof that sedans need 
investment, not abandonment.

Pricing starts at $23,790 for the 
base LX and tops out at $31,190 
for the GT, which is oddly avail-
able with front-wheel drive only. 
You can get all-wheel drive with 
the smaller engine starting at 
$26,590.

The K5’s cabin mimics the polished look and soft feel of luxury car brands. It’s impressively roomy and packed 
with a lot of features for the money at every price point, living up to Kia’s bang-for-the-buck reputation.

 

A CLOSER LOOK

What was tested? 2022 Kia K5 GT FWD ($31,090). 

Options: GT1 Package ($4,200), carpeted floor mats 
($155).  Price as tested (including $995 destination 
charge): $36,440

RATINGS
Style: 9
Performance: 9
Price: 9
Handling: 7
Ride: 7
Comfort: 8
Quality: 8
Overall: 9

Why buy it?
The K5 is beautifully designed 
inside and out. Its cabin is 
classy enough to pass for a lux-
ury car, and its modern body is 
among the best-looking sedans 
available at any price.

AT A GLANCE FACTS, FIGURES AND RATINGS

Wheelbase: 112.2 in.
Length: 193.1 in.
Width: 73.2 in.
Height: 56.9 in.
Engine: 2.5-liter turbocharged four cylinder  
(290 hp, 311 lbs.-ft.)
Transmission: Eight-speed dual-clutch automatic
Fuel economy: 24 city, 32 highway


