GARAGE

Garage and yard
sales are a great way
to save money by
buying secondhand
goods that are still in
great condition and
have a lot of life left
in them. Here are
some items to keep
an eye out for when
you’re looking
through sale items.

EXERCISE EQUIPMENT

There are so many jokes
about exercise equipment lay-
ing around collecting dust and
clothing. Likewise, garage and
yard sales are full of aban-
doned weights, benches,
treadmills, elliptical machines
and more. Research the brand
before pulling the trigger.
Look for recalls, especially on
powered equipment. Any
powered equipment should
also be tested before you load
it up. Have the seller run an
extension cord so you can
power it on and make sure it
works as advertised.

THINGS WITH A
LIFETIME WARRANTY
Some brands are famous for

their ironclad warranties.

Look for these brands at
garage sales; they're great
opportunities to get quality at
a great price. Brands to look
for include JanSport back-
packs and luggage, Craftsman,
Tupperware, Pampered Chef
and more. But do your
research first. Many brands
have changed their policies in

recent years, including only
honoring that warranty if you
are the original owner.

TOOLS
Tools, especially hand tools
such as hammers and wrench-
es, are great buys at garage
sales. Make sure you test even
the most basic tools onsite
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before you buy, and that goes
double for power tools. See
that they have all of the
required accessories. Look at
the power cord carefully for
defects, such as wear or
splitting.

SPORTING GOODS
Sporting equipment is

another thing that tends to sit
around collecting dust before
turning up at a yard sale. New
equipment can be expensive,
so you can get a good deal by
opting for a gently used prod-
uct found at a garage sale as
children outgrow equipment
or the hobby altogether. As
with any product, make sure
anything you buy is in good
working order and not
recalled before you purchase
it. Check straps, latches and
buckles to make sure they
move freely and don’t have
any dry rot and are secure.

Bikes are another great deal
to snag at garage sales, partic-
ularly children’s models that
may have been outgrown with
just a little use. Don’t discount
bikes that may need a little
work, either. Refurbishing a
used bike is a great way for
kids to learn a little about
mechanics.

FURNITURE

Secondhand furniture is a
great deal, especially for peo-
ple furnishing a first apart-
ment or a new house on a
budget. They're also great
places to snag vintage pieces
for a song. You want to make
sure that upholstered furni-
ture is clean and sturdy. For
wood furniture, look for stur-
dy pieces that are in good con-
dition or that you can easily
refurbish.
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0 Things to Buy Used

Garage and yard sales are a great way to
save money by buying secondhand goods
that are still in great condition and have a lot
of life left in them. Here are some items to
keep an eye out for when you’re looking
through sale items.

EXERCISE EQUIPMENT

There are so many jokes
about exercise equipment lay-
ing around collecting dust and
clothing. Likewise, garage and
yard sales are full of aban-
doned weights, benches,
treadmills, elliptical machines
and more. Research the brand
before pulling the trigger.
Look for recalls, especially on
powered equipment. Any pow-
ered equipment should also

BUYER’S TIP

be tested before you load it
up. Have the seller run an
extension cord so you can
power it on and make sure it
works as advertised.

THINGS WITHA
LIFETIME WARRANTY
Some brands are famous for

their ironclad warranties.
Look for these brands at
garage sales; they’re great
opportunities to get quality at

a great price. Brands to look
for include JanSport back-
packs and luggage, Craftsman,
Tupperware, Pampered Chef
and more. But do your
research first. Many brands
have changed their policies in
recent years, including only
honoring that warranty if you
are the original owner.

TOOLS

Tools, especially hand
tools such as hammers and
wrenches, are great buys at
garage sales. Make sure you
test even the most basic
tools onsite before you buy,
and that goes double for
power tools. See that they
have all of the required acces-
sories. Look at the power cord
carefully for defects, such as

wear or splitting.

SPORTING GOODS

Sporting equipment is
another thing that tends to sit
around collecting dust before
turning up at a yard sale. New
equipment can be expensive,
so you can get a good deal by
opting for a gently used prod-
uct found at a garage sale as
children outgrow equipment
or the hobby altogether. As
with any product, make sure
anything you buy is in good
working order and not
recalled before you purchase
it. Check straps, latches and
buckles to make sure they
move freely and don’t have
any dry rot and are secure.

Bikes are another great deal
to snag at garage sales, partic-

ularly children’s models that
may have been outgrown with
just a little use. Don’t discount
bikes that may need a little
work, either. Refurbishing a
used bike is a great way for
kids to learn a little about
mechanics.

FURNITURE

Secondhand furniture is a
great deal, especially for peo-
ple furnishing a first apart-
ment or a new house on a
budget. They're also great
places to snag vintage pieces
for a song. You want to make
sure that upholstered furni-
ture is clean and sturdy. For
wood furniture, look for stur-
dy pieces that are in good con-
dition or that you can easily
refurbish.

Ask For a Deal on Multiple Items

If you’re buying multiple items, don’t be afraid to ask for a deal, especially if you’ve got some big-ticket items in the mix.
The more you buy, the more the seller may be willing to discount your purchases. Remember to enter negotiations with
reasonable offers and keep calm and conciliatory during the conversations.
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