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What would a premi-
um midsize sedan 
look like if it covered 

an incredibly wide gamut of 
customer choices, from the 
silken yet spirited character 
of a 301-horsepower V6 to 
the manufacturer-projected 
EPA-estimated range rating 
of 44 miles per gallon fuel 
efficiency of a hybrid ver-
sion, and from the traction 
of available new all-wheel 
drive to the track-tuned 
handling of a model devel-
oped by the motorsports 
division?

It would look exactly like 
the 2021 Toyota Avalon. The 
Avalon line offers all of 
those variants in a striking, 
coupe-inspired design with 
cavernous interior room, 
coddling luxury, and Toyota 
Safety Sense driver-assist 
technology with automatic 
emergency braking.

Toyota introduced the 
fifth-generation Avalon for 
2019 and continues pushing 
the boundaries on this flag-
ship sedan. The first-ever 
Avalon TRD performance 
model debuted for 2020 for 
drivers who want more 
aggressive road grip and 
arresting style. Now, for 
2021, Avalon’s first-ever all-
wheel drive option arrives 
for drivers who want more 
grip and driving confidence 
in slippery driving condi-
tions.

In the Avalon Hybrid, 
which recently accounts for 
about a third of Avalon 
sales, a new Lithium-ion 
(Li-ion) battery pack replac-
es the previous Nickel-metal 
hydride (Ni-MH) battery. In 
addition, a new Vehicle 
Approach Noise system 
helps to alert pedestrians of 
the car’s presence at low 
speeds. The Avalon Hybrid 
achieves a remarkable man-
ufacturer-projected EPA-
estimated range rating of 44 
combined MPG.

The 2021 Avalon also 
joins a growing list of Toyota 
models that offer a 

Nightshade Edition, a kind 
of factory custom without 
the custom price. No other 
sedan in Avalon’s class 
offers such a wide range of 
choices.

Since the model was 
launched 26 years ago, the 
Toyota Avalon deftly balanc-
es premium midsize value 
with genuine luxury. The 
current Avalon mixes a bevy 
of Toyota-firsts such as 
available Dynamic Auxiliary 
Turn Signals and aluminum 
and authentic Yamaha 
wood cabin accents.

Athletic handling imbues 
the Avalon with a sporty 

demeanor while preserving 
its luxury feel. This combi-
nation is made especially 
vivid with Adaptive Variable 
Suspension (AVS), standard 
on the Touring grade model.

CUSTOM LOOK
For the Avalon’s fifth gen-

eration design, Toyota 
steered its flagship sedan 
down a more emotional 
road, with taut lines and a 
sleek, coupe-like silhouette 
made possible by the low-
slung TNGA platform archi-
tecture. Compelling colors 
bring out the design’s natu-
ral yet sophisticated drama.

For the Avalon TRD per-
formance model, a two-
tone paint option features a 
black roof paired with either 
the Windchill Pearl or new 
Ice Edge body colors. Ice 
Edge replaces Supersonic 
Red, which now becomes 
available for the other 
Avalon grades. Midnight 
Black Metallic continues as 
a third choice for the 2021 
Avalon TRD.

Elsewhere in the Avalon 
line, the new Blueprint 
color replaces Parisian 
Night Pearl. Colors continu-
ing for 2021 include 

Opulent Amber, Harbor 
Gray Metallic, Celestial 
Silver Metallic, and Ruby 
Flare Pearl. New interior 
colors include Cognac with 
Black in the XSE Hybrid and 
Touring, and, in the 
Limited, Black replaces 
Beige.

Avalon drivers seeking a 
more extroverted look will 
find it in the new-for-2021 
XSE Nightshade Edition 
based on the sporty 2020 
XSE grade. To the XSE black 
grille, mirror caps, rear 
spoiler and name badges, 
the 2021 XSE Nightshade 
Edition adds black-painted 
19-inch alloy wheels, black 
window trim and door han-
dles and a black shark fin 
antenna. The Avalon XSE 
Nightshade is available in 
conjunction with the 
Midnight Black Metallic, 
Wind Chill Pearl and 
Celestial Silver Metallic 
exterior colors.

All-Wheel-Drive Avalon Available

The 2021 Toyota Avalon lineup offers a wide range of choices, including new all-wheel-drive and Nightshade options.

CARGAZING

Toyota’s Roomy, Comfortable Sedan Also Adds XSE Nightshade Edition to Lineup

Base Price: $35,875
Wheelbase: 113 in.
Length: 195.9 in.
Width: 63 in.
Height: 56.5 in.
Engine: 3.5-liter V6 (301 
hp, 267 lbs.-ft.)
Transmission:  
Eight-speed automatic
EPA Mileage: 22 city,  
32 highway

BY THE NUMBERS


